Valley Striders

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Tues 15 July 2008

Present: Bob Jackson (Chair), Paul White (treasurer), Geoff Webster (secretary), Sylvia Watson (minutes), Paul Furness, Paul Hunter

Copies of minutes of last meeting held on 27 May 2008 were handed out.

1  Chair’s report BJ will email all members, allowing 4 weeks’ notice, advising them that an EGM is to be held on 2 Sep 08 with the purpose of adopting a new constitution. A copy of the proposed new constitution will be attached. (action BJ)
3 Secretary’s report 

3.1 UK Athletics 148 members are now registered on line. BJ distributed a list of current members. PH hasn’t received his competition licence: could this be because he’s changed address (action PW). Membership cards should arrive in 2 or 3 weeks time. Whether or not to change the start of our subs year to coincide with UKA ie from Sep to April will be discussed at a later meeting.

3.2 Association of Running Clubs As the subs due is only £25 it was agreed to pay the current year (action PW).

3.3 Other Correspondence received: affiliation certificate to England Athletics and copy of Rules for Competition manual (effective from 1.4.08); notification of England Athletics AGM on 28.6.08; race permit for YVAA race from Old Leo’s on 17.6.08; YVAA newsletter 11; misc race flyers.
4 Treasurer’s report PW reported that we have £2,400 in the bank (£450 in the current account & £1,950 in the reserve account). Surplus for the year stands at £600: £400 subs has been paid to Old Leos, £740 in subs has been paid to UKA. Tracey Morris’ trophy is still to be engraved & paid for. PH suggested a larger tent (possibly with Valley Striders logo) be purchased for coming cross country season. It was agreed that this should be looked in to (action PH).
5 Membership


5.1 Outstanding subscriptions It is stated on our website runners can attend 3 or 4 training sessions before applying to join the club. PF reported that a chap has been attending Thurs sessions for some time without joining: it was agreed he should be asked to pay up. (PF action)

5.2 New members. PW has received 5 new completed application forms which were discussed and signed/seconded by BJ. The new members are Paul Holloway, Paul Gill, Lewis Balfour, Stephen Tighe, Caroline Jamieson. PF said Sara Byrne has been attending Thurs session and is interested in joining: BJ agreed to email her a club info pack. (BJ action)

5.3 Subscriptions The UKA fee per member has increased from £3 to £5. PW & BJ propose that VS membership subscription should increase to cover this and honorary life members should be asked to pay the appropriate UKA fee. New subs per member would be 

· Full membership
£14*
· 2nd claim 

£9

· Social member
£9 (non competitive runners)
· Volunteer

£3 (non runners)
· Juniors (11-18yrs)
£8*
· Juniors (under 11yrs)  £3

*includes £5 England Athletics fee

6 Performance


6.1 Tues training Sessions nil reported.
6.2 Thursday group It was agreed to continue running from Scott Hall Sports Centre. PF said it’s a convenient venue for many regulars who he believes may stop attending if it was changed to Old Leos.  

6.3 Carnegie BJ is booking monthly track sessions through the winter & will remind members by email that they have to pay to use the track on arrival at Carnegie (action BJ).

6.4 General it was agreed that the leader of each training session should carry a mobile phone (or make sure someone in the group is carrying a phone) so that in the event of a problem/accident help could be called for.

7 Internal Competition 


7.1 Grand Prix BJ distributed handouts showing the current standings. It was noted that 115 members have already run one or more GP races this year.

7.2 Fell Championship info not brought to meeting. GW to email BJ with current info and bring info to next meeting (action GW).


7.3 Performance Certificates 57 certificates have been awarded to 46 different people. Alan Hutchinson needs to be contacted to get frames for a further 9 certs which are to be presented at the next lasagne & peas night (action PH).

7.4 PBs & AGBs PF suggested we should have a list of the top 10 ever VS members best times over different distances which would be of interest to all and particularly to new members and for people to aspire to (action PF).
8 Competition


8.1 Bradford Millenium Way 15 June 2 teams completed: vets in 3rd position (13th overall) and the B team in 20th position. Entry fees are still being collected (action BJ).

8.2 Leeds Country Way 31 Aug  54 runners have said they are available and BJ supplied a list of proposed teams including a good women’s team. PH handed out a list of members with their best half marathon times which could be used to put together a competitive team.
8.3 Washburn Valley relay 18 July one team has entered.
8.4 Road Relays 

· Yorkshire Vets Road Relays are to be held on 12 Oct, the same day as the WYCC that we’re staging jointly with Otley AC. GW has received a questionnaire from YVAA asking if we’re likely to enter a team in the road relay with the events clashing. GW to notify YVAA that we will not be entering a team (action GW).
· Yorks/Northern/National Road Relays championships PH will find out when & where they are to be held (action PH). 

8.5 UKA British Fell & Hill Relay Championship 19 Oct venue the Clwydian Hills, Denbighshire. Team categories are Open, Women, Open Veteran (40 or over). Leg 1 solo 5.9miles/2000ft; leg 2 pairs 9miles/2,900 ft; leg 3 orienteering/pairs approx 6miles/2,400ft; leg 4 solo 5.5miles/1,800ft. Experience necessary. Anthony Fryer has asked if VS is entering a team. Steve Webb to be contacted. (action GW)
9 Races


9.1 Pulse Race 8 June no problems reported.


9.3 Yorks Vets at Leos 17 June very successful again: 143 ran, plenty of marshals & food which was provided by Pat, Carol & Tony who have all been given some recompense from YVAA. BJ informed that Tim Cock (YVAA) says more cash is available: GW to speak to Tim to get recompense for himself for food he provided (action GW).

9.4 Harewood Cancer Research 14 Sept We have 6 marshals and need 12.
9.5 Harewood Trail Race 5 Oct 20 entries have been received; a lot more marshals are needed.
9.6 West Yorks CC at Otley 12 Oct This event will be staged by VS jointly with Otley AC. A meeting will be held with Jack Robertshaw of Otley late Aug: date to be arranged.
9.7 Endurance Officials Licences BJ is applying for more members to obtain licences (action BJ).

10 Social


10.1 Valley Striders/Abbey Runners Challenge 3 June 80+ ran and 100 attended the barbeque which was very successful.

10.2 Anniversary Run 20 July Start is 9.30 from Old Leo’s. The barbeque has been cancelled through lack of interest. Instead refreshments will be at the Angel’s Share in Chapel Allerton at 11.30. 


10.3 Future Events 
· the summer handicap is on 29 July: lasagne to follow.
· PF said we should try harder to get more people to attend the Christmas do. PF suggested we could try another venue eg Abba tribute night at the Village was on offer at £20 a head. We agreed we should stay at Old Leo’s which is a good venue that we want to support.
11 Publicity PH had only received interest from about 24 people re car stickers. It was agreed to abandon this idea.

12 AOB


12.1 Club Mark BJ explained the standard is for all sports clubs and that there is a version for clubs without juniors. Leeds City will be bringing their completed Club Mark folder to the next Endurance Forum meeting which BJ will be attending: BJ will report back to us (action BJ). 


12.2 Leeds Athletics Endurance Forum BJ has attended a meeting and proposals include:
· Clubs to liaise via the forum so that race dates don’t clash

· Clubs to share equipment eg marshals’ bibs, time clock 

· Free publicity for all Leeds clubs races via links from the half marathon website Road racing problems eg police support

· £5 per marshal helping at the Leeds Half will be paid to their running club.
· £5,500 is available to train club coaches. (PW suggested the committee should consider approaching suitable members to train as coaches. For further discussion.)

12.3 Leos PW reported from the Old Leo’s monthly meeting where he represents Valley Striders
· re laying the floor in the club house has cost £2,800 and a further £1,000 is to be spent combating a problem with damp
· prior to today’s meeting, PW had circulated a questionnaire which he’d completed for Old Leo’s as part of the case they are putting to Leeds City Council in support of the application for a lease extension. No one had anything to add.
13 Date of Next Meeting to be confirmed and will be after the EGM.
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